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Comment on Sources

e

The files of the Directorate of Operations comprise the single most impor-
tant source of the material used in this study. Voluminous cable and dispatch
correspondence between Headquarters and the field provides a fairly compre-
hensive record of the activities of the two Stations in Saigon from 1954 to
1956, and of the unified Station thereafter.:}

Supplementing this are interviews with DO officers who served at the time
either in Saigon or at Headquarters. Some of these interviews were conducted
in 1963 and 1964 as part of an historical project intended to provide a record
of Agency involvement in Vietnam. Other interviews have been conducted by
the author since 1989.D

Studies done as part of the Clandestine Services Historical Paper series
have also been useful, especially those dealing with the Lansdale Station, the
Saigon Liaison Mission, and the secret rebellion of early 1955,

Where Agency material needs to be placed in broader context, the study
draws on other sources, all unclassified. The most important of these are the

"relevant volumes in the Department of State’s documentary series, Foreign
p Y 34

Relations of the United States, with their emphasis on diplomatic correspon-
dence. Other published accounts provide additional background and fill in a
few remaining gaps,
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CIA History Staff as a contract historian. He has completed three studies
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volume deals with the Agency's relationship with the government of N

Dinh Diem. The third covers CIA’s participation in rural pacification
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