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T | SUBJECT . ¢ MILITARY THODGHT (SECKET): "Radio COunt__er-
T ' . measures In Ground Yroope' Operations” by

 Engineer Colonel V. Bomhtn and L:loutomt-
Colonel G. Torokhov - . o

s

AFT!AIBAL Or .M,J ¥ﬂ
souncx_ o Ajroiiibi§ hoﬁth'(B)-

_ rollowing 13 s verbutin translntion of urticlo en-
titled "Radio Countermeasures in Ground Troops& Oporutions ’
which was written by Engineer 0010nol V 80rochtan ‘and.
Lioutcnant-Colonol G. Terekhov - . .

This urticlo appoarod in lsnuo S (60) of_1961 of a
apecial vargion of the Soviet journal Military Tho‘ ht -
which is classified S8ECEET by the 8S8oviets and 1s .published
1rregular1y.. 1ssue 5 (60) was sent to press on' 25 August
1961, AJcontained the Tablo of Contontl for

this issue.

Headquarters Comment: Military Thought is publiahed by the
USSR NinTstry of Bilense in three versions, classified
RESTRICTED, SECRET, and TOP SECRET. The RESTRICTED version
‘has been 1soued monthly since 1937, while the other two ver-
sions are issued irregularly. The TOP SECRET version was
initiated in early 1960. By the end of 1961, 61 issues of
the SECRET version had beeu published, 6 of them during 196l.
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OONIBNT ON A~ PRBVIOUS ARTiCLE o
'ladio Countor-ausuron in Gronnd Troops;Oporations o
_ Bugineer Colonel V. Seroshtan

and

m,-'utém-'cdmi;‘_é:f

‘is, in our opinion, of intorolt !or
tioasl -tctt-..- o . ‘

ln 1t are qnite corroctly discl
delaying further development of radi
a number of usotul rcco-ondation- t'

are subctantintod

However, certain of the author 8 propoaals -do evoke :
obJections. R

The author, for exanple thinks that 4t 1: nocoss:ry
to jam all of the enemy !s radiotechnictl equipment, no
matter what part they play in the overall radiotcchnic:l
systea.

- We consider that the forces and oquipnont used in radio
countermessures should, as a rule, bde bronght to bear
suddenly and -asnivoly, on the main axes and at the decisive
periods of operations. It is known, moreover, that effec-
tive radio countermeasures are achieved only when brought
to bear on the enemy's radiotechnical means in close
coordination with the overall concept of the operation and
assuming the troops oxocnte their main combat tasks.

% Collection of Articles of the Journal "lilttagy Thog!__"

No." T (58), IP8I




-gfygﬁglancc, ‘Amportant- - raaiotechnica]
" onemy ‘should not be carried out .bef
an operation. During ‘this perlod 4t

, lf ‘as Co-r;de Ovchinnikov recon-ends, we atta-pt,'
prior to the beginning of a2n operation, to ‘neutralize

by radio jamming the work of those radiotechnical re-
‘sources of the enemy which have been discovered, thpn

the cardinal requirement of radio counterncasnros,

'gcurprise. will not be satisfied. . Therefore,_in our -

view, radio jamming against individuzl -—-even, at first ff
quipment of the -

the- beginning of
fnccessary to
confine activity to intercept and analysis of intelligence
information (razveddannyyc). only in exceptional cases,
when it is determined that the eremy is preparing a blow
against our troops, should radio janning capabilities be

used to neutralize: his oontrol syste- tor nuclear/-issile
-veapons and aviation : :

“In oxanining the principle of tho use ot radio conntor-

' -oisuros forces and equipnent the suthor comes to the con-

clusion that the coordinated functioning of all fcrces and
equip-ent can be achieved only through strict centrall;stion

_ of rudio counteruoasures control at the front level

However, it is not clear why Comrade Ovchlnnikov

. proposes to centralize control and to subordinate to a single

radio countermeasures organ of a front only those special
designation (spetsnaz) units which are assigned to create
radio jamming of the radio communications equipment of
ground troops. It seems to us- that such a proposal does

not adequately assure the solution of this important probles.

It is known that for the control of his troops and com-
bat means the enemy makes coordinated use of various radio-
technical equipment such as radio and radio-relay communi-
cations, radar, radionavigation, radio remote control equip-
ment, etc, Naturally, the ucutralization of one of the
enumerated elements will not sssure the disruptioa of tho
entire system.

Whon the fact is considered that the oper_auon of
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radioelectronic equipment is- alityb ltiztédﬁth"fiio, then
it will be quite obviocus that there will be no ‘time to

' coordinate the efforts of the forces and oquipnent which: are

subordinated to the various commagders of arms of troonq.
Furthermore, the co-nandar- ‘0of communications troop- ‘and
antiair defense troops will not be able to exercise direct

‘control over the combat work of special. doaignation nnits

bocausc of tho nniquo patur ofhthoir tzpks

The :bovc 1: confirmed. by tho experionco,,f 8 nu-bor o
of exercises. For example, at the command-staff exercise
carried out irn 1960, a special group was. croatod in- tho
Coamunications nirectorate of ‘the Don Front to carry out
planning and cortrol of " ‘special. dooixnatiou radio units.
Oversll radic countermeasures planning was ctrried out by

- the 9th nopartnnnt o! tho atgft undar tha_dir” __gtrol

Janaing radio communications equipment, vhié “strict)
speaking, duplicatod the ovorall radio countovv_'“ re

We feel there 1a no noed for such duplicntion.

Precisely tho same litustion is croatod in the planning
of radio countermeasures by the chiot of antizir defense
troope.

Expéiionce shows that all direction and control by the
commanders of tbhe arms of troops over special designation
units is confined to drafting individual plans and 1osn1n¢
combat orders.

During the exercise cited above, special designation
battalions failed to receive timely information about the _
operational situation, and had no specific instructions for
combat reconnaissance and neutralization of the eneay's radio
communications. Moreover, coordination with separate
designation units was organized in a formalistic manner,
which did not permit effective utilization of radio jamming
equipment during the entire course of the exercise.

-4-
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N Tho opocial group creatod in the COu-uuications
Directorate was unable to ensure operational control
over special dosignatlon units for quite a number of
reagsons. One of them was the fact that the special
group found itself in the situation of a useless, redun-
dant organ which failed to receive any information about
the operational situation or about newly fixed radio

" technical equipment, gince. this would have increased the

already oo-plox sylto- ot coordination and 1nforlation.

But. this 'IO not tho hnsic roason. Tbo -ain task
of & communications troops chief 1s to assure uninterrupted

' communications for his troops.. ‘Neutralization of radio

communications by jamming is, strictly speaking, a form of
contat with the enemy, and maturally does not, under any
circumstances enter into the provinco of a chief of ocommuni-
cations troops. 48 a result, the creation of radio.jamming
of the enemy took on socondary importance, the detached
spocial group was diverted to other assignments unconnected
with jasming, no one actunlly directed the special desig-
nation units and they failed to fulfil their assignments.

Undqr combat conditions ‘such a situation can lead to
serious consequences.

At the present time, apocial designation units asstgned
to the jamaing of the radiotechnical apparatus of the enemy's
air attack means are entirely subordinate to the chief of
PVO troops of a military district.

It is evident that these units can only fultil limited
assignments, constituting only one element in the overall
complex of radio countermeasures activity. They are capable
of jamaing 3cm wave band radar bombsights, ultra shortwave
communications between aircraft (UKV radiocsvyaz "bort-bort")
and the receiving sets of short-range radionavigational
syateas on board aircraft or pilotless means of air attack.

. R . .

-But these are only isolated links of the overall radio-
technical systems used by the enemy for control of his air-
craft and pilotless means. 8poc1:1 designation units sub-
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ordinate to a communications troops chief must meutralize
other, often more important, links in the overall chain. °

Thus, in order to deny the enemy the use of his entire
complex of radiotechnical systems, it 18 necessary to con-.
coeutrate the efforts of special dosiguation units wiwo are
subordinate to the chiefs of the different arms of iroops.
But ususlly a lot of time is spent on coordination, and
further coordination is regquired between the commanders of
troops of communications and PVO the chief of thc 1nt0111-
gence diroctornto, etc. .

Therefore, we anvisage that when the eneny's rudio-
technicsal system operates cn a strictly limited tiwme basis,
it can be effactively neutralizecd only when all radio :
countermeasures equipmert is subordinate to a single con-
trol orgar:, The currently existing fragmentation of radio
countersoasures forces and equipmeut almost entirely ex-~
cludeg a solution to the pressing problems of automating
the planoing and control of forces and equipuont which can
no longe“ be pornitted ,

When radio and radiotec hnical units of special desig-
nation have been subordinated to a single organ for planning
problems as well as for control over all radio countermeasures
forces and equipment, ther we can solve even in peacetime a
nunber of pressing problems pertaining to combat preparation,
tables of organization of units, improvemeant of the control
systex for special designatior units in an operation, re-
solve more competently the problems of their combat utili-
zation, and, finally, radically improve the training of
offticer specialists in radio countermeasures.

In our opinion, it would be expedient to launch in the
press a broad discussion of the problems touched on in
Colonel Ovchinnikov's article, with participation by the
chiefn of communications and PVO trocps of the military
districts. This will permit developme¢nt of a unified view-
point or the organization of conbat with the enemy's radio-
technical equipment, which scquires special ligniftcanco
under contemporary canditxons




