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.On Pire Preparation ahdf!irjlbnpﬁﬁﬁtiojshn*otfdi§170 

connoction '1th thtl 'oro imite

As neither. arttllory nor ai azt had tho cupability
to destroy the enemy reliably over the ontiro dopth of his
operational tor-atinn,lnl could not play a decisive role
in the enemy's destructien, thoir-}por;tionl ‘were called
"artillery and aircraft preparation and uupport of an

, ottounivo" in our -crvicc roguluttonl.

A modern otton-tvo oporation is charactorizod by thu
mass use of nuclear weapons over the entire depth of the
enemy operational formation with a simultaneous troop
offensive at high speeds and the use of a large number of :
airborne (amphibious) forces hnvinc vurious oo-polition-

.and designations.

In connection with the use of nuclear '-apon- in an
operation, new concepts were introduced - nuclear prepara-
tion and nuclear support of an offensive. Lately nuclear,
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- of fire voaponshave

_to “stro, th.
‘the basic method f

‘the results attained by th
.this, the operations of tanks and infantry become aeparate

‘not even unitod_bw

‘rtillor:. and aircrttt'preparation wore combined 1nto511°“»
preparation and support of an offensive, the basis of which,

~ ”under -odorn conditionq,is conponed of nuclear strikes.yﬁn

It is knovn that vith the introduction ot nuclear/
missile weapons into the oops, the role ‘and sixniticanco
. jharply . - Nuclear/missile: wea--

J ilities. In essence they
-unlimited power, great. ettective‘
“acy of fire, and. thoir;capabi 1ty

pons have completel.
are distinguished
range, relatively:

ar -issile vcupon,bec;-e.f
tory in an’ operation.,_i.[.‘
nks;are“turning into only g
emy's destruction. They are -
.naolidating as fast as possible

e use of nuclear weapons, With

Gradually the infantry’
means for completing
assigned the missio

battles: vith isolated groupinzs which so-etines nre ‘

ntralizod co-nand. SR

 om the basis ot"hstrhaqﬂbeen said it beco-es apparent
that the terms "fire ion" and "fire: ‘support” do not
correspond to the: tuaks gned to fire weapons in an offen-
sive operation and do nov»stress the main (prevalent) role

of nuclear weapons. 'And this.-lg,turn, leads in practice to a

striving to adapt the new fire weapons to former forms of
troop actions in an operation, and this slows do'n the furth-
er development of -111tury art. .

In actuality, who is oupportod or backed up b! nuclear
weapons (if one examines this in the total system of the oper-
ation), for whom do they prepare the offensive? We knov that
the main purpose of nuclear weapons is the destruction of
enemy troop groupings, his fire means, and other important
objectives. The use of nuclear weapons pornit- the achieve-
ment of the ultinato ain of the operation in a short time.

Consequently, fire weapons, the basis of which consists
of nuclear weapons, do mot prepare an offensive but they ad-

vance gimultepecusly or in a short period of time, enveloping

—
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- Let us exaniue very briefly the y
nuclear weapons in an offensive operati
ducted during a war when 1ntelllgence'
at tull force and quite etfectively

weapons (tirat of all, nuclear veapons
achieve fire superiority by destroying

is accomplished bj de
group. nuclear strlkes

adequate amount of forcea and 'eaponq,theﬂtroops shift to
the offensive, carrying out preliminary 1re'preparation
(it is considered that out of the anum
"heads issued for the. operation ‘the lar
‘allotted for the latter). During. th
 paration; nuclesr weapons vill ‘destro
. means of nuclear attack ‘his troop
tical zone and basic operational_re €
depth of the mission), objectivesn <ipdustrial
significance, and aircratt on airfields’.” ‘The contrel and
PVO systems are disrupted and several: other missions are
fulfilled., A necessary condition for the ‘successful
achievement of the main goal - the reliable destruction
of the enemy over the entire depth of the operation - is
effective intelligence and the presence of an adequate
amount of nuclear warheads and means to deliver ‘them to
the targets. :

| 1sclosed eneiy
ings ‘in the tac-
yver the entire

Thus, the success of the entire operation as a whole
is actually predetermined by the successful operations of
the fire weapons in the periods of preparation and fire
preparation. .

The questior erises:v for whom is the fire preparation
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conducted? The term itsolt'p: ,
by some decisive force.

‘ditions for successful operatic

'But we have already determined that under modern conditions
‘this decisive force is nuclear weapomns. It turns out that

' nuclear weapons, as the balis ‘of fire  means, carry out
fire preparation for themselves. Can vo approach this

- question in this manner? 0f course not. According to its

~ nature and the significance of the tasks being: fulfilled
during this period, fire proparation is nothinx othcr than

,_tho torlor sonse meant

‘oops . in " their successive
the depth of the enemy

f'trtke-. ‘and’ ‘the commitment

the use now of nuclear weapons in the same plane means giving
it the supporting and mot the. _1-110 role 1u achioving
success 1n an oporation. ‘

‘As vu knov, during an_ » vp,nnclaar -oapons are
used to destroy newly discove od enemy . means of nuclear
attack, reserves which have been newly. dtscovered or mot
_previonsly destroyed, and other_objoctivos ‘and targets.
Efforts of the enemy to create large groupings of fire
weapons, aircraft, and troops, and, first of al of tanks to
deliver counterstrikes are elinin:tod by the ¢ ely delivery
ot massed nuclear strikes.

Thus, even dnring this pariod. the fire means and, first
of all, the nuclear weapons as the basic force are used with
docisivo purposes for the swift achievement of success in the
operation by destroying the epemy. Using the results of the
employment of nuclear weapons and other weapons, tanks and the
infantry strive to seize the territory more quickly in order -
to consolidate the success achiovod.

Consequently, ‘the term "fire support"” of an offensive
is also unfortunate, because it does not reflect the main
role of fire weapons and of the nuclear weapons, first of all,

-5




o llR§NBARK=

T

in achieving success in an oporction. i
In our opinion, instoad of the tor-s rfire propnration”‘

" and "fire support"” the term "fire offensive” should be intro- .

duced ns the one that corresponds more closely to the aature

of comducting a modern offensive operation and shows tho
prevalent role of fire 'eupons, -ainly naclear ones, in

achieving victory. - ‘
As a rule, the fire otfonsiva should start vith ¥ tiro

.strike carried out simultaneously or in a short period o

the greater part of the nuclear weapons, urtillery,

and partially by the front (army) aviation against the en~

tire depth of the enemy operational for:ation,vith the aim

'~ of destroying newly discovered enemy means of nuclear -

sattack, the most important groupings of Lis troops, and

- other objectives by means of delivering massed group and

single strikes with nuclear, chemical, and conventional

‘ammunition. During this strike, thec troap control -ystoi

and the PVO sysiem should also be dontroyod, the rear area
should be disorganized, and the enemy's: '111 tor org;nizod :

‘resistance lhould bo broken.

Right a!tor thil ltriko, troop colbat operations are .
immediately carried out over the entire territory embraced -
by the front (army) mission. The fire weapons continue the
fire offensive until the front (army) nicaion is fulfillod '
i.e., until the operation is concluded.

During a fire o!tonsivq,several fire strikes are
carried out. Undoubtedly, the firgt one is the most power-
ful one. The strength of the subsequent fire strikes will
depend on the ‘conditions of the situation and, mainly on the
number of fire weapons ready to deliver a ctriko and the
number of disclosed enemy objectives.

Combat to retain tiro -uporiority continues during the
offensive. It is conducted by delivering strikes against

discovered enemy nuclear 'ouponl artillery, uirtiolds and

" other objectives.
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The fire offensive is the ba-is of tho ‘general -
offensive of front troops. Fire strikes with which the
fire offeuvsive starts and is carried ont until the suc-

. cessful conclasion of the oporation aa a 'hole,aro components
of the fire offensive. -

. The fire offensive is pwocodod by a nroparation poriod
during which employment is. planned and preparation is con-
ducted of fire weapons, first of all puclear ones, for the
fire offensive, nuclear warheads are amassed, regrouping
of troops is carried out, etc. The basic mission of fire
weapons during this period is achieving fire superiority
over the enemy as the decisive condition tor achievinc '
success in the oporntion. _ o

The propooitions advancod in this articlo vill be correct
for conditions when froat troops have an adequate amount of
means in their complement to deliver nuclear warheads to the
targets and when an adequate amount of nuclear warheads is
allotted for the tront of!onsivo oyoration. '
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