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COURTRY t USSR

BUBJECT t MILITARY THOUGDT ‘mls "A Guide to the Use of
Alrborpe lardings”, by lieutenmant-Colonel M. Belov

DATE OF DMFO: December 1961

mﬂ:‘ t Documentary
BOURCE $ A reliable source (B).

| Yollowing is & verbatim trunalation of an article entitled

"A Quide to the Use of Atrborne Iandings”, by Lieutenant-Colonel

M. Balov. Thies article appeared in Issue 6(61) of 1961 of a

specisl version of the Boviet jourmal Militery Thought wvhich is
clagsified SECRET by the Soviets and is publisl irregularly.

Issue 6(61) was sent to press on 7 December 1961. The Tadble
- Jontents of this issue was disseminated in CSDB-3/650,151.

Headquarters Cosment: The Field Sexvice Re tions cited on
psge 3 are not Uhe same as those published as CSIB-3/648,642 (Division-
Corpe, 1959), 8s the criginal pages cited 4o not discuse airborne
dandings. Accm'ding to documentary information, new Soviet regiment-

battalion Field Service Repulations also vere published in 1959.

' ommeni: “Military Thought" is published by the
USSR—mrxowry—wr—wefense in three versions, classified RESTRICTED,
S8ECRET, and TOP SECRET. The RESTRICTED version is issued monthly
and has existed since 1937. The SECRET version is issued irregularly.
By the end of 1961, 61 issues had been published, 6 of them during
1961. The TOP SECRET version was initiated in early 1960 and 1is

also issued irregularly.
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A Guide to the Use of Airborpe landings

by Lieutenazit-Colonel M. Belov

: The growing role of airborne landings in modern battle and in an

i operation and the increase in the relative proportion of motarized

¢ rifle troops in their composition are menticned in & number of published
| works by eminent specialists in this field#.

. It is therefore quite obviously necessary that all units and hrge
* units of ground troops should be trained in advance for use in airborne
- landings.

: However, existing theoretical studies and official documents, as in
' the pest, entrust the problems on the use of landings mainly to airborne
‘troops. They do not bring out sufficiently the grecific festures cf
landings of motorized rifle troops and, consequently, 4o not promote their
" . advance training. '

As an example, let us teke the besic document governing the use of
airdborne landings, The M:nual on the Use of Airborne Troops. The title
alone testifies to the fact that it is entirely directed to airdorne
.troops. Althougb the Manual dces state that motorized rifle units (sub-
units ) are ususlly used in the composition of tactical airborne landings,
this is clesrly not enough.

Simllarly, the draft of the Manusl on the Field Service of Staffs
and the Manual on the Troocp Rear Services of the Soviet Army present the
ispecial features of the headquarters, the organization, and the work of
the rear services of airborne troops and not, as one should expect, of
‘airborne landings. :

We con+ider that under modern conditions the comtent of such documents
=cloes not ansver existing requirements. The need has become wrgent to wark

% B. ¥H. Ligsov and 8. Ye. Rozhdestvenskiy: Airborne landi Mlitexy
'Publishing Houze, 1959, P. 296; Major-General A. Bwinov: Use of
Airborne Troops under Modern Conditions, Collection of Articles of .

the Jourrel “M:litary Thought', Ho. 6 (50), 1958, P. 1.
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out an official guide which will cambine the problems of the uge of uirborne
and motorized rifie troops into an overall theory of sirborpe landings.

In compection with this, it should also be noted thet iam the outlinpe

of the new Fileld Service Reguiations and in the draft of the Mapual on
. the Fleld Servine of BLeifs tbere 18 likewise no consideration giver to
the changes vhich have token place in the practice of airborne isndings.

" In both these documwents considerution 1e once again given to questions of
the ase of airberne troops ratber theu to airborne landings.

It i true that in somwe sections of the Field Service Regulations
(pp. 15, 19, and 40) there ic a discussioa of the gesl of the use of
~airborne lapdings, the bases of their offensive operations, and their
“materiel and medics}l support. In the remeining cmses, however, consider-
ation is giver only to the landings and operationa of an airborne division
- (parachute regiment).

The rpecial features in operations where troops are used in airborne
lapdings most frequently become apparent in the period of treining and
atter the drop, yp to the mowent of contact with the enemy. And, in our
;- ‘niom, this should be quite fully reflected in a document which
"~ defining the poesibility of the uge of airborne lendings..

Since the problems to be taken up will deal with the use of any ground
- troops under highly unusual conditicns, requiring both special training
and special support, it would be better to call this document a guide and
not & menual.

v In order to work up this documeat, it is necessary to call on special-
iets from the airborne troops and on officers with experience in the landing
of moterized rifle troops. The mein role in investigating the problems of
the use of airborne landings in battles and in an operation must be teken by
the Directorete of Airborne Troops, vwhich bhas well-treined cadres for this
purpose and which 1is capable of grasping the vhole system of measures linked
with the uese of any units or large units of @:ound troors in airborne landings.

A

: vaiously, & single vorking out of the theory of airboarne landings and
a puiocuc assignment of specialists to render aid in the use of e landing
are clearly inadequate.
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In order to achieve widespread axperience and to enswre the most
expediert and ekilful use of airborne landings, it 1R necessary, in our
opinion, to bave groups of afficers, who are well-~treined in lapdings,
on the steifs of armiez and trronte, and, also, to provide for a correspond-
ing training assigmment of officers of wolorizud rifle troops to airborne .
large units and units. After a single (uidc 1o Bks Use of Airborme lendings
bas been worked out end after the combined-arms large units and formatiouns
of ground troope have been supplied with epeciaslists, ve mzy count on the
gucceasful trauining of motcrized rifle troops for airborne landings.






