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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 205C8

o ~ -
v November 172, 1828¢%
ITETING WITE BOVIET LILTYETE

DZTE November 132, 15485
LOCATION Cvel Office
TIME 2:45 pm toc 2:30 om

=

PURPOSE

To provide you with the intelligence community's assessment of
Soviet politico-military strategy, Gorbachev's cbjectives for
his meeting with you, and domestic stresses impacting on Soviet
decision-making.

II. BACKGROUND

In preparation for your meetings with the General Secretary,
the intelligence community has undertaken an extensive seriest?
of analyses of the internal and foreign situation confronting
Gorbachev. Bill Casey has asked to bring in three of his top
Sovietologists to present you with their key judgments on those
factors most likely to influence Gorbachev as he prepares for
his meeting with you. He will then call on:

- Robert Gates: Bill's Deputy Director for Intelligence at
the CIA and former NSC Senior Staffer under Kissinger.
Bob will begin the discussion with a brief overview of the
1nte171gence community's analy51s of Gorbachev's objectives
in his meeting with you.

-~ Fritz Ermarth: National Intelligence Officer for the Soviet
Union and former NSC Senior Staffer under Zbig Brzezinski.
Fritz will present his assessment of major trends in Soviet
politico—military strategy.

One of the best analysts on Soviet domestic

ég poiicy in the Central Intelligence Agency. [EEEBwill
o discuss the internal Soviet situation, focusing on

domestic stresses facing Gorbachev, and how these factors
may influence his foreign and defense policies.

IIT. PARTICIPANTS

Attached at Tab A.
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V. SEQUENCE OF EVEINTS
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T will briefly lev out the purpose of

over to Bill Casev and hilis analysts. ilowing Tz
tions, the Sovietologists will be mrepared tco respond ©o VOUT
guestions. If appropriate, I will make concluding remarks.

Attachments
Tab A - Participants List

Prepared by:
Tyrus W. Cobb
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The President

The Vice President

Donald T. Regan

Robert C. McFarlane

William J. Casey, DCI

Robert Gates, Deputy Director, CIA

Fritz Ermarth, NIO For Soviet Affairs, CIA
S . Soviet Znalyst, CIA

Jack F. Matlock

Tyrus W. Cobb (notetaker)
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

CONFIDENTTAL
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ACTION November 12, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE

Y. TN 7

e P . % / 7

FROM: JACK F. MATLOCK/TYRUS W. COEg/

SUBJECT: Briefing Memo for President's Meeting with
Soviet Analysts -- Wednesday, November 13, 1985

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President,
providing background for his Wednesday meeting with the Soviet
Analysts from CIA. Your memo gives brief bio information on the
analysts, and outlines areas expected to be covered in the
session,

RECOMMENDATION ’
1. That you review and forward the memc to the President at Tab
I.
Approve Disapprove
2. That you review your suggested talking points for the

meeting at Tab IT.

Approve Disapprove

Y f(bé
Rob Liv¥Hard and Ken deGraffenreid concur.

Attachments

Tab I Memo to the President
Tab A - Participants List
Tab II Your Suggested Talking Points
AONFIPERTTA—
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TALKING POINTS

Mr. President, at Bill's suggestion, we have brought three
of the intelligence community's top specialists on Soviet
Affairs in today to provide you with the key judgments from
a series of analyses we have undertaken to assess Soviet
politico-military strategy and domestic concerns facing

Gorbachev.

Bill will introduce his analysts and the topics thev will

cover.
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FROM: JACK F. Mﬁ?ﬁéCK/TYRus . COBB

SUBJECT: Briefing Memo for President's Meeting with
Soviet Analysts -- Wednesday, November 13, 1985

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President,
providing background for his Wednesday meeting with the Soviet
Analysts from CIA. Your memo gives brief bio information on the
analysts, and outlines areas expected to be covered in the
session.

RECOMMENDATION

1. That you review and forward the memo to the President at Tab
I.
Approve Disapprove

2. That you review your suggested talking points for the
meeting at Tab II.

Approve Disapprove

52D

Bob L ard and Ken deGré%(enreid concur,
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T PURPOSE

To provide you with the intelligence community's assessment of
Soviet politico-military strategy, Gorbachev's objectives for
his meeting with you, and domestic stresses impacting on Soviet
decision-making.

II. BACKGROUND

In preparation for your meetings with the General Secretary, the

intelligence community has undertaken an extensive series of

analyses of the internal and foreign situation confronting

Gorbachev. Bill Casey has asked to bring in three of his top

Sovietologists to present you with their key judgments on those

factors most likely to influence Gorbachev as he prepares for

his meeting with you. He will then call on:

--  Robert Gates: Bill's Deputy Director for Intelligence at
the CIA and former NSC Senior Staffer under Kissinger. Bob
will begin the discussion with a brief overview of the
intelligence community's analysis of Gorbachev's objectives
in his meeting with you.

-— Fritz Ermarth: National Intelligence Officer for the Soviet
Union and former NSC Senior Staffer under Zbig Brzezinski.
Fritz will present his assessment of major trends in Soviet
politico-military strategy.

-- Oone of the best analysts on Soviet domestic
policy in the Central Intelligence Agency. Bl will
discuss the internal Soviet situation, focusing on domestic
stresses facing Gorbachev, and how these factors may
influence his foreign and defense policies.

III. PARTICIPANTS

Attached at Tab A.
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The President

The Vice President

Donald T. Regan

Robert C. McFarlane

William J. Casey, DCI

Robert Gates, Deputy Director, CIA

Fritz Ermarth, NIO For Soviet Affairs, CIA
2 Soviet Analyst, CIA
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we heve Dbroughit three
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copecielists on Scviet

Lffairs in today to provide you with the key judgments from

a series of analyses we have undertaken tc assess Soviet

politico-military strategy and domestic concerns facing

Gorbachev.

Bill will introduce his analysts and the topics they will

cover.



